Kennedy Legacy Changes, Endures After 30 Years 


HYANN1SPORT, Mass. (AP) — 
Ed Cliggott has stood guard — lit- 
erally and figuratively — over the 
Kennedy legacy. 

As a policeman, he manned the 
entrance to the Kennedy com- 
pound. Then he became a teach- 
er, answering President John F. 
Kennedy’s call to public service. 

But that was long ago. These 
days, Cliggott has trouble con- 
veying JFK 1 s / impact to his young 
students. 

“I’ve found it impossible to re- 
late to my kids the feeling of 
those three years,” said Cliggot. 
‘‘The kids know the celebrity 
aspect of it. I don’t think they un- 
derstand the idealism.” 

Even in this community so 
long associated with John F. Ken- 
nedy, his image has begun to 
blur three decades after his Presi- 
dency ended with an assassina- 
tion that shocked and riveted the 
world. 

“I’ve heard JFK was such a 
great President, but we weren’t 
there,” said Megan Ough, 16, a 
student in Cliggott’s honors class 
in U.S. history. ‘‘To us, the way 
he died is the only thing that 
makes him different.” 

“When a President gets assas- 
sinated, you only hear about the 
good things,” she said. ‘‘Then 
there are all the movies and the 


books and everything. It’s kind of 
confusing.” 

Indeed, considerably more has 
been alleged about Kennedy in 
the last 30 years than was widely 
known during his lifetime, when 
by contemporary accounts he was 
perceived as far above the baser 
vices. 

The re-examination more or 
less began with Chappaquiddick, 
which raised questions about the 
judgment of U.S. Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy and whispers about the 
libido of his brothers. 

Then there were accounts of af- 
fairs with Marilyn Monroe and 
Judith Exner, said to have been 
the mistress of mobster Sam 
Giancana as well. And tell-alls 
about Jacqueline Kennedy Onas- 
sis, once the sainted queen of 
Camelot. 

Others asked: Did someone 
ghost-write Kennedy’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book “Profiles in 
Cdurage”? Did the Kennedy ad- 
ministration disguise a lackluster 
performance behind brilliant 
public relations? 

Time, too, has dimmed the 
glow of Camelot. 

Larry Newman, a friend and 
neighbor of the Kennedys, said 
the buses that still clog the nar- 
row streets of picturesque Hyan- 
nisport bear older people or for- 


eign tourists — not young 
Americans — who hope to 
glimpse the famous compound. 

“Most of the young people to- 
day really have no idea who he 
was or what he was about, be- 
cause it’s a long time ago,” said 
Newman. 

“Between his assassination 
and Bobby’s assassination and 
the war in Vietnam, America has 
changed completely,” Newman 
said. “We’re a great deal more 

♦ 


cynical.” 

Perhaps the greatest evidence 
of the alarm about preserving 
Kennedy’s memory is in Boston’s 
JFK museum, which has been re- 
vamped to make its subject rele- 
vant to people who do not re- 
member Kennedy. 

Kennedy’s daughter, Caroline, 
noted when the new museum 
was opened last month that most 
of its visitors were not yet bom 
when he was President. 


